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Agenda
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1. External/compliance testing objectives & scope

2. Timeframe, sequence

3. Test facilities, organisation & control

4. Checking completeness



Objectives
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Prove data provider ability to communicate with central platform (channel)

Check that data submissions can be read and processed (validations)

Check that submitted data displays as intended

Verify initial configuration for master/reference data

Demonstrate & configure monitoring & notification

Demonstrate platform consistency between data providers

EVERYONE READY FOR START OF PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT (Jan 2015)!



Scope
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Communication channel: Webservices / MADES / ftps

Submission & acknowledgement

Master/configuration data 

submission

Data submission & validation
(load, generation, transmission, balancing &

outage)

Interpretation and publication/display Monitoring & 

notification



Overall timeframe

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan
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Finish platform 

acceptance (UAT) Platform available for DP testing

Deadline to start 

publication



Platform acceptance stage
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User acceptance test for platform immediately precedes external test period 

Opportunity for advanced projects to test with the platform

UAT specification and planning to be confirmed in March/April

Should significantly reduce formal external test time

Priority would remain with platform acceptance



Test facility & availability

• Test platform available for all data providers following platform acceptance

• Core ENTSO-E team and Unicorn will support testing – but finite capacity 

means that only limited number of data providers can be supported concurrently 

• Two forms of test:

- notif, co-ordinate

Formal support – booked slots

• ENTSOE/Unicorn have to manage the environment which may mean software 

updates, data resets.  Changes to the environment will be notified by email to 

nominated contacts.
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FREE TESTING
• “self service”

• No time limit

• No formal support commitment

• priority given to booked support 

slots

• May be affected by scheduled 

environment changes

BOOKED TESTING
• Series of confirmed slots

• Core team & Unicorn available to

diagnose problems & resolve issues

• Constrained to booked slots only



Test sequence & planning
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Connection/ 
channel test, 
simple data 

items

….
Data item 

groups

Rework 

as 
needed

Rework 

as 
needed

Master/ 
configuration 

data

Final data

items

session 1                        session 2                               session 3+

Suggestion is that each data provider would plan a number 

of test sessions, with time in between for rework or further 

development…



Allocating test slots
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Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

A finite number of weeks……

To be allocated to data providers

“self-service” testing continues in the background



Allocating test slots
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Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Test calendar available on google

docs – completed “first-come, first-

served”

(approx 250 slots available, 

for around 50 data 

providers =>

up to 5 slots per DP)



Checking completeness

One goal is to achieve completeness of coverage:

• Communication with ALL data providers proved (requirement for being a data provider)

• All data items for all areas/borders

• Scenarios – initial submission, updates, document versions etc.
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Areas ….

Items

Art 7 dp1 Dp2 dp dp dp dp

Art 8 Dp1 Dp2 dp dp dp dp

Art 9 Dp1 Dp2 dp dp dp dp

Art 10 Dp4 Dp4 dp dp dp dp

Art 11 Dp1 Dp2 dp dp dp dp

Etc.. dp1 dp2 dp dp dp dp

Items

DPs

DP1 art6 art7 art8 art9 art 11 dp

DP2 art6 art7 art8 art9 art 11 dp

DP3 Dp1 Dp2 dp dp dp dp

DP4 Art 10 -- -- -- -- --

DP5 art art art art art Art

Etc.. Dp1 dp2 dp dp dp dp



Key milestones

Mid May > formal test specification available

July 14 > Start of User Acceptance Test

Aug 18 > Start of External compliance testing

Jan 5

> Publication under regulation starts
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UAT


